
 
 

PLACE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
WORK PROGRAMME EVALUATION - 2022/23 

 
During the 2022/23 municipal year, the Place Scrutiny Committee held 8 meetings and met 
on the following dates: 4 July 2022, 30 August 2022, 10 October 2022, 28 November 2022, 
30 January 2023 and 13 March 2023. Special meetings of the Committee were held on 10 
November 2022 and 4 April 2023. 
 
During the year, the Committee undertook the following scrutiny work: 
 
(a) Call-In/References from Cabinet 

 
The Committee considered 32 reports that were called-in (18) from the Cabinet or referred 
directly (14) by the Cabinet for scrutiny. The Committee considered 6 reports that were called-
in from the Cabinet Committee for scrutiny. During the year, the Annual Report and Provisional 
Resources Outturn for 2021/22 against the Delivery of the Southend 2050 Outcomes and 
Priorities, was called in to each of the scrutiny committees. In addition, the Finance and 
Corporate Performance Report for Period 4 of 2022/23 was referred directly to each of the 
scrutiny committees by the Cabinet, as was the annual review of the Corporate Risk Register.  
 
Of the reports that were called-in from the Cabinet or referred directly by the Cabinet for 
scrutiny: 
 
• The Committee referred 4 items back to the Cabinet for reconsideration during the year. 

 
• The Committee referred 4 matters up to the Council for consideration in accordance with 

Procedure Rule 39 during the year. 
 

(b) Forward Plan 
 

The Committee considered no items called-in from the Cabinet forward plan during the year.  
 

(c) Pre-Cabinet Scrutiny 
 

The Committee considered no pre-Cabinet scrutiny items during the year.  
 
The Council has agreed the introduction of pre-Cabinet scrutiny arrangements across the 
scrutiny function from the commencement of the 2023/24 municipal year. 

 
(d) Scheduled Items 
 
During the year, the following scheduled matters were considered at each meeting of the 
Committee (as appropriate): 
 
• A total of 20 questions received from members of the public were responded to by the 

relevant Cabinet Members. 
 

• In-Depth Scrutiny Project 2022/23 - A verbal update on the progress of the project was 
made to each meeting by the Chair of the Project Team. 

 
In-Depth Scrutiny Project 
 
An in-depth scrutiny project was undertaken on behalf of the Committee for 2022/23 on the 
theme of ‘Preparing Southend-on-Sea for the Electric Vehicle Revolution,’ which was agreed at 



 
 

the meeting of the Committee on 4 July 2022 (Minute 86). A project plan and work programme 
for the in-depth scrutiny project were agreed at the meeting on 10 October 2022 (Minute 342). 
No additional topics were selected by the Committee for in-depth scrutiny activity during 
2022/23. 
 
The final report and recommendations arising from the in-depth scrutiny project are to be 
considered by at the meeting of the Committee on 3 July 2023 and, subject to the agreement 
of the report and recommendations, will then subsequently be considered by the Cabinet. 
 
Other Matters 
 
During the year, the Committee undertook the following other scrutiny work: 
 
• Consideration of the final report and recommendations arising from the Joint In-Depth 

Scrutiny Project for 2022/23 (4 July 2022 (Minute 85) and 30 August 2022 (Minute 237)). 
 
• Consideration of the summary of work for 2021/22 and the proposed In-Depth Scrutiny 

Project for 2022/23 (4 July 2022 (Minute 86)). 


